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politicians of the Eepublican party, which had been steadily
rising since Eoosevelt began his campaign, fairly burst into
flame. Mr. Foster and Mr. "Wanamaker protected the ac-
cused officials in Baltimore, whose removal was demanded
by the Commission, and in doing so Mr. Wanamaker made
assertions that Eoosevelt, speaking for the Commission,
declared to be false. An investigation was conducted by a
Committee of Congress, and Roosevelt's position was sus-
tained. He had not only assailed members of the Cabinet,
who were his superiors in the Harrison Administration,
but had charged one of them with seeking to condone wrong-
doing in his department, and, what was more, had proved
his charge. This treatment of a man who was not only a
Cabinet officer, but the founder of the famous Bethany
Sunday-School in Philadelphia, shocked the sensibilities
of every Eepublican politician in the country and the outcry
for Eoosevelt?s official head was vociferous and insistent.
Fury was added to the demand by the shrieks of joy which
came from the Independent or Mugwump press, whose edi-
tors forgot their lack of faith in Eoosevelt because of his
Elaine support and hailed him as the nation's most valiant
reformer. The very citadel of spoils politics, the hitherto
impregnable fortress that had existed unshaken since it was
erected on the foundation laid by Andrew Jackson, was tot-
tering to its fall under the assaults of this audacious and
irrepressible young man. In Congress and in the party
press, in all quarters where politicians gathered, a situation
existed like that described by Thackeray in his " White
Squall' ':

"Then all the fleas in Jewry
Jumped up and bit like fury."

The biting of the spoils fleas in Congress was especially
sharp. An investigation of the Commission was proposed,
and eagerly welcomed by Eoosevelt, who met his accusers
face to face and demolished ruthlessly all their assertions
as to the character of his work. He demonstrated that the
examinations for admission to the service which the Com-
mission conducted were thoroughly practical and designed